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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

By: Mis. Dorcas Kareithi, (Kenya)
YASA president (2023-2025)

Greetings Young Statisticians in Africa, it is
with great honor and privilege that | address
you today, through the first newsletter of
the Young African Statisticians’ Association
(YASA).

The history of YASA, as shared in this
newsletter, tells a story of a thousand miles,
taken in 2008 by statistical elders under the
visionary leadership of Dr. Pali Lehohla and
supported by Statistics South Africa, who
we are forever indebted to.

Through the membership and profile of the
members of the ISIballo program for Young
Statisticians, we witnessed an appetite of
statisticians to participate in
development and data for
development outcomes. We saw Young

young
statistical

African Statisticians (YAS) who were willing
to throw their hats in the ring in taking
forward Africa’s sustainable development
and agenda 2063, focusing on key sectoral
policy and data issues that influence us as

As the field of statistics is constantly evolving, and
new technologies and techniques are emerging all
the time, we are presented with a great
opportunity. By staying abreast of these
developments and exploring new approaches, we
can help to drive progress and innovation in our
field. This can only be achieved through
collaboration and networking among YAS, which we
hope to achieve through our strategic plan 2023-
2027 programs which shall be shared in due course.

As young statisticians, we also have a unique
opportunity to build relationships with our peers
and colleagues across the continent and around the
world. We must also be prepared to collaborate, to
share our knowledge and expertise with others, and
to learn from our peers and mentors. As
statisticians, we are part of a global community, and
we must work together to advance our discipline
and improve our world.

| must remind us that the future of Africa depends
on our expertise and dedication to rise to the
challenge and make a significant contribution to the
development of this great continent. We hope to
have you as join hand with us as registered
members to achieve this vision.

In conclusion, though the ISlballo Capacity Building
Program has a new name, we remain committed to
the vision of being a leading multidisciplinary
African association in capacity building and
empowerment of young African statisticians and
demographers through education, training and
research remains our main motivation. The YASA
leadership team has worked tirelessly throughout
the year, and | am excited about our activities and
programs coming in 2023. We are keen to grow this
community  of  young  statisticians  and
demographers in Africa and we shall soon share the
exciting plans.

YASA S FOUNDATION

Young African Statisticians (YASA) is entrusted with
the mission of enabling statistical, administrative and
research capacity building for young statisticians and
professional researchers in Africa through education,
training and research in public health, development,
demography, population, administrative leadership
and management, as well as strategy, innovation
collaboration, integrity transparency, equality and
diversity oriented Towards sustainability, and
supports the development of knowledge societies.

YASA's efforts also aim to promote a culture of human
rights through cooperation with experts in human
rights education and ministries of education. By
strengthening partnerships and building data analysis
capabilities, Arab countries can better understand the
needs of their populations and make informed policy
decisions to promote inclusive and sustainable

development.

To achieve the vision of YASA, you will promote a
culture of continuous learning, capacity building and
empower youth in research, knowledge creation and
participation in the relevant fields, empower and build
the capacities of YASA members on management and
leadership skills to promote sustainable leadership in
Africa, and contribute to the enhancement of research
skills and participation of young African professionals.
In conferences, establishing  channels of
communication, promoting the exchange of
knowledge and information between members and
experts at the continental and international levels,
and partnering with similar international associations
and organizations to achieve the goals of the
association and ensure its sustainability, and (YASA)
disseminates knowledge and builds capacities in Arab
countries.



YASA REBIRTH

ABOUT YASA

By: Ms. Dorcas Kareithi, President (Kenya)
Dr. Felix Mamba, Vice President (ESwatini)

1. HISTORY OF YASA:

The Young African Statistical Association (YASA)
can be traced back to 2008 when a legacy
Program was formed to increase the
participation of young African statisticians at the
58th International Statistical Institute congress
which followed in 2009. This followed the need
to capacitate young people on skills and
knowledge to respond to the development plans
and agenda of the continent, which include the
2063 African Agenda and the United Nations
Agenda 2030 on sustainable development.
Young people, being the future leaders and
custodians of the future of the continent, were
earmarked for support concerning the death of
African statistical research and knowledge,
coupled with the already existing but
uncoordinated role they play in statistical spaces
With support from ISI, the Republic of South
Africa, through the Statistical Office (Statistics
South Africa), initiated ISlbalo Young African
Statisticians Program - bringing together young
professionals from different parts of Africa,
driven by a need to nurture, grow and mentor a
cadre of future statistical professionals and
leaders. Since the inception of the program,
Statistics South Africa has borne the
administrative, financial and intellectual costs of
birthing, growing, and driving the ISlbalo Young
African Statisticians (YAS) Program,

However, in light of its strategic priorities amidst
austerity measures, Statistics South Africa, to
which the African continent remains indebted
for its visionary role, called for restructuring of
the program.

The appointment of a new YASA interim
committee in January 2021 marked the
beginning of the restructuring process of the
YAS capacity building program.

The committee embarked on the process of
formally registering an association - the Young
African Statisticians Association (YASA).

The registration of the association was a
strategic move towards, not only increasing the
visibility of YASA, but also facilitating the
registration of country

chapters, in addition to enabling member
participation and affiliation to relevant
international bodies to increase its international
impact.

YASA was officially registered as a non-profit
organization  (voluntary  association) in
December 2022, under the laws of South Africa
(Registration No: 285-430 NPO). The advocating
for human rights policies.

2. OUR MISSION & VISION:

To align with our priorities as well as the needs of
young people in Africa, we stand by our vision,
mission and core values i.e.:

Our Vision: To be a leading multidisciplinary African

association in  capacity building and
empowerment of Young African statisticians
and demographers through education, training

and research.

Our Mission: To empower and build the statistical,
administrative and research capacity of young
statisticians and early career researchers in
Africa through education, training and research
on public health,
demography/population,
leadership, and management.

development,
administrative

3. Our Core Values: YASA
promotes and is guided by:

e Collaboration in innovation: Understanding that
we are a community of continental statisticians, we
aim to drive innovation in the field of statistics
through working together to achieve the YASA’s
mission.

® Responsiveness in relevance: As the world keeps
on changing, we commit to being responsive to the
needs of the industry and remaining relevant through
continuous improvement.

e Accountability and integrity: We strive to do the
right thing and take responsibility for our actions and
upholding this standard among members.

e Transparency: We strive to ensure members have
access to information always.

e Fquity and diversity: We commit to ensuring
unique experiences, backgrounds and groups are
working together, learning from all to grow all.

® Results-oriented: We use insights to prioritize the
needs of young statisticians, to add value and
document the association’s journey.

® Sustainability: We commit to YAS’s sustainable
long-term growth by having strong foundations and
structures.

6. YASA MEMBERSHIP:

YASA membership is open to:

e Former ISlbalo young statisticians who are not
affiliated with a National Statistical Office in Africa.

e Current & new vyoung statisticians and
demographers not working in National Statistical
Offices in Africa.
e Current & new vyoung statisticians and
demographers working in National Statistical Offices
in Africa.

e University students taking courses in statistics,
applied statistics, population studies, geography,

economics and demography.

e Honorary members by invitation of YASA.

e Institutions and associations that align with
our objectives.

e Participating schools in YASA’s school's
outreach program.

You can become a member by filling the
form:
https://youngstatisticians.org/membership-

form/
4. OUR FOCUS AREAS:

To achieve the mission and vision of the

association, objectives, activities and indicators
of the YASA are in the following sectors:
® Research and Development.
] Health and epidemiology research
] Demographic and  population
research
e Leadership and management
] Public Administration
[ ] Project management
e United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals.

5. The YASA Team:

We are demographers, statisticians, data
scientists, economists and researchers in the
disciplines driving data for evidence-based
planning and policy making in Africa. We are
young scientists who want to be part of the
solution and part of the conversation about
Africain a better way by 2063. We are the African
thought leaders of tomorrow.

Some initiatives focus on promoting gender
equality, youth empowerment and disability
rights, while others focus on sustainable
development and environmental protection
through the Executive Committee of the Young
African Statisticians Association (YASA), which
consists of 12 members representing 11 African
countries and speaking three languages (English,

French, Arabic).

The YASA Executive Committee 2023-2025 is
diverse, highly skilled, extensively experienced,
and capable drawn from 11 countries in Africa.
This team not only exemplifies our diversity as an
association on country membership, but also
diversity of expertise, and gender representation
in leadership. Staying true to one of our core
values “Equity and diversity”, which YASA shall
always aim to have and is enshrined in our
constitution.

Find out more about YASA on our website
https://youngstatisticians.org/ , our social media
handles: Twitter, Facebook,& LinkedIn.
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YASA as Part of The International Conferences

By: MS. Lilian Ayebale

Executive:
Strategy & Research Programmes (Uganda)

The 17t International Association for Office Statistics
conference, Livingstone, Zambia, 2023, also
deliberately mobilized funds to support several YAS
from across Africa. The support was from various
institutions including IPUMS, UNSD, UN(ECA) among
others. The African countries with YAS
representation at the IAOS included Senegal, Burkina
Faso, Nigeria, Togo, The Gambia, South Africa,
Rwanda, Ethiopia, Egypt, Kenya, Uganda Tanzania,
Zambia. These presented in different strands while
others were given opportunity to share the YAS work
in their countries a case of Zambia and Kenya (under
the NSO of Kenya), South Africa with a case of
building capacity and mentoring YAS program under
the University of Kwa Zulu Natal.

The key note speaker was deliberate to mention the
Young African Statistician Association (YASA) as a
registered voluntary association of YAS on the
continent. As a matter of fact, the presentation of
YAS programs very much reflected the need for
statistical literacy that was alluded to by the Key
note speaker, and the ISLP President. Statistical

literacy is much needed for data-driven societies
that enable individuals to make sense of basic data
and to make better and more informed choices.

The conference with the theme; Better Lives 2023;
Mobilizing the power of data for Africa and the
world amplified the need for enhanced data
governance, data stewardship, and 360-degree
transformational leadership. As echoed by the
keynote speaker, it may necessitate “reverse

YAS with sponsors from IPUMS, UNSD and UNECA

mentoring”, with, younger IT professionals bringing
senior statisticians up to speed on the digital
revolution and its impact on statistical operations
and development.

The leadership training held a day before the key
note address was made it vivid that the process
for developing capacity of young leaders has
already taken off.

The 17 International Association for Office
Statistics conference and 3™ International
Statistical Institute Regional Statistics
Conference, Livingstone, Zambia, 2023

The conference attracted representation from all
over the world, including Australia, Asia, South
America, North America, Europe and Africa at large.

The 17% International Association for Office
Statistics conference and 3™ International
Statistical Institute Regional Statistics Conference,
was held in Livingstone, Zambia from 4-6 April
2023. It was jointly organized by the International
Association for Official Statistics, International
Statistical Institute and the Zambia Statistics
Agency — ZamStats. The conference aimed to
provide: 1) A forward-looking prospectus for
statistics to help improve decision-making over
the next 10 years, 2) An opportunity to bring
together diverse communities to foster innovation
and partnership and 3) A focus on Africa through
Agenda 2063 and the SDGs.

The IAOS conference had a strong focus on
capacity building across the African region. In
his key note address Prof. Ben Kiregyera
emphasized the need to secure the future of
statistics in Africa by deliberately and
strategically addressing data challenges that
slow down or impede statistical development in
our countries and regions.” Based on this note,
the YAS were delighted to be given the
leadership training that had been organized by
UNECA as a pre-conference workshop on
leadership.

Prof. Ben Kiregyera giving the key note address at
the opening of the IAOS/ISI Conference in
Livingstone Zambia



YASA S ACHIEVEMENT

YASA Member has a Book
Publication

Dr. Alia Amer, YASA, Deputy Secretary General 1 -
Arab Portfolio Published a book entitled: African
demography with a Western imprint "A case
study of the Republic of South Africa”

By: Dr. Alia A. Amer
Deputy Secretary-General 1: ARAB Portfolio
& Special Projects — Egypt

This book is a descriptive and analytical book for
those interested in knowledge of population and
demographic studies and their relationship to
African development. In addition to reviewing the
history of the Republic during the Western
occupation; Which left its effects on the African
character in most aspects of life for the indigenous
people of the country.

The idea of this book came to enable researchers to
obtain a comprehensive vision by analyzing a very
important part of demographic sciences. Namely,
the age and gender structure. The case study of the
Republic of South Africa was chosen for this part of
the quality of these studies. Due to the scarcity of
specialized demographic study; Despite the
importance of this type of studies; Which discusses
this topic in an academic manner, especially in
African countries, in addition to the accuracy of the
data of the pluralities of the country, so this book
came as a photograph of a society that bears the
African character and is wrapped in the mantle of
Western society; Through four completely different
ethnicities in their customs, traditions, education
and positions, despite their settlement and
naturalization in South Africa as if they were the
original people of the country; However, they are
completely different, as if they were four countries
living together, governed unified law, and covered by
one land.

This book has been displayed in most international
book fairs in Arab countries such as (Cairo
International Book Fair 2021, (Egypt) — The Royal
Jordanian International Book Fair, 2022Riyadh
International Book Fair (Saudi Arabia), 2022 - In
addition to Kuwait International Book Fair, 2022.

Webinar

By: Dr. Naomi Setshegetso
Executive: Capacity Building Programmes — Botswana

Digitalisation of Census during the COVID-19 Pandemic and
Lock - downs: has Africa transitioned forever?

Host: Young African Statisticians Association (YASA)
Virtual

Date: 31°t August, 2023
Background

Population and housing census provide a total count of
a country’s people and their housing conditions,
disaggregated by geographic place of residence. This
makes census crucial in guiding policy decisions around
public administration and planning, to ensure an
equitable distribution and allocation of economic
resources, among the population. While a significant
number of African countries conducted their
population and housing censuses in 2019 — (before
COVID-19) and others during COVID-19 -- particularly
in 2020 and 2021 when the virus was at its highest
spread, some countries are yet to conduct their census
admits challenges of economic resources and digital
technologies.

The United Nations recommends that all countries
with upcoming censuses should adopt a digital census
and, to identify the countries’ preparedness, countries
are urged to use information and communications
technologies throughout the data collection and data
processing.

Aim of the webinar

The aim of this webinar is to reflect on how
digitalization has worked in Africa considering that
some of the censuses were collected amid challenges
of COVID-19 and, the associated reforms and
preventive measures to address the pandemic. It is
also to discuss the lessons learnt from digitalization
and the readiness of African countries in adapting to
the innovativeness of digitalization away from using
traditional approaches to conducting census and
collecting data.

Target audience

The webinar is open to all YASA members: students,
researchers, practitioners, and the general community
of demographers, statisticians, social science
practitioners, public health practitioners and industry
players interested in contributing to the vision of
young statisticians in Africa.

YASA as part of YAS
in IAOS Zambia

YASA member poster session of the
IAOSI/ISI Conference in Livingstone Zambia

The presenters of the YAS Session chaired
by ISLP (Zambia, Kenya and South Africa)



YASA S ACHIEVEMENT

Workshop on Policy Research for Civil Society
Stakeholders in Lesotho

This workshop was organized by the Human Rights office at the National
University of Lesotho. The workshop was meant to help civil society stakeholders
on how to design a policy research. Among the topics included were Human
Rights Advocacy, Policy Research Design and Research Methodologies, Methods
and Techniques — Data Management. Therefore, a lecture was given on the latter
and The topic included sample size determination, sampling procedure, data
coding, entry, cleaning in SPSS and STATA, data validation and reliability,
quantitative methods and tools of data analysis, data processing and analysis.

This was one of the continuing efforts in appreciating statistics and the
importance of providing sound conclusions and recommendation as part of
advocating for human rights policies.

S NN e g

Leaders Recent Graduations — In Pics

By: Dr. Sean Sithole, By: Ms. Maphoka Qhobela, Treasurer
Executive: Marketing & Communications (Lesotho)
(Zimbabwe) Masters in Applied Statistics Graduation 2023,
Ph.D. in Development Studies graduation 2022, University of The Free State.

University of the Western Cape. South Africa
The second masters for Ms. Maphoka in Statistics.

) . . ) It's called MSc in applied statistics. The research was
Dr. Sean T. Sithole graduated in 2022 with a Ph.D. in

Development Studies at the University of the Western Cape. on Multlvarlat'e analyt5|s. Of. HIV risk behaviors
The Ph.D. thesis was on the evolving role of social media in among Youth in Eswatini, this study grouped HIV

food remitting, using a case study in the global South. His behaviors in order to see which behaviors happen

research interests include digital remittances, mobile simultaneously.
transfers, social media and migrant networks, international
migration and urban food security nexus, information
communication technology (ICT) and development.




YASA FRENCH AND ARAB PORTFOLIOS

The Francophone Portfolio of the YASA
By:
Dr. Justin Dansou

Deputy Secretary-General 2: FRENCH Portfolio
& Special Projects - Benin

The Francophone Portfolio of the YASA is led by Dr. Justin Dansou,
demographic lecturer at the School of Statistic, Planning and
Demography (ENSPD), University of Parakou, Benin.

Qui sommes-nous ?

e De jeunes africains basés sur le Continent ;

e Des démographes, statisticiens, spécialistes des sciences de
données, économistes et chercheurs dans des disciplines qui
orientent I’élaboration des politiques et la prise de décisions
basées sur les données probantes en Afrique.

e De jeunes scientifiques décidés de faire partie de la solution et
de la conversation pour "Une Afrique Meilleure" a horizon 2063.

e Des leaders de la pensée africaine de demain ;

e La premiére graine de développement de jeunes statisticiens
africains en 2008.

e Organisation a but non lucratif (association bénévole),
indépendante et enregistrée sous le numéro : 285-430 NPO.

Notre Vision :

o Etre une des institutions multidisciplinaires africaines de premier
plan dans le renforcement des capacités et I'autonomisation des
jeunes statisticiens et démographes africains par le biais de
plusieurs initiatives de renforcement de capacités dans les
domaines de I'éducation, de la formation et de la recherche.
Certaines initiatives se concentrent sur la promotion de I'égalité
des sexes, l'autonomisation des jeunes et les droits des
personnes en situation de handicaps, tandis que d'autres portent
sur le développement durable et la protection de
I'environnement a travers le Comité Exécutif de la Fondation des
Jeunes Statisticiens Africains (YASA), composée de 12 membres
représentant 11 pays africains.

Notre Mission :

e Promouvoir une culture d'apprentissage continu, renforcer les
capacités statistiques, administratives et de recherche des
jeunes statisticiens et chercheurs en Afrique dans le domaine de
la santé publique, du développement, de la démographie et de
la population, du leadership administratif et de la gestion, ainsi
que du renforcement des capacités des membres YASA en
matiére de gestion des compétences et de leadership afin de
promouvoir un leadership inclusif et durable en Afrique.

www.youngstatisticians.org
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Young African Statisticians Association (YASA) in Arab Countries

By
Dr. Alia Amer

Deputy Secretary-General 1: ARAB Portfolio
& Special Projects — Egypt

The Arab portfolio of YASA is led by Dr. Alia Amer, demographic
researcher and head of Gender Equal Opportunities Unit at Cairo
Demographic Center (CDC), Cairo - Egypt
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